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IDENTIFICATION
the times (uSpS: 629960), a Lee enterprises, 
Incorporated newspaper — majority shareholder, 
david Hoffmann, Hoffmann media Group, is 
published daily except: monday, new year’s day, 
Independence day, Veterans day, thanksgiving 
and Christmas at 601 45tH St, munSter, In 
46321. periodicals postage paid at Hammond, 
In. pOStmaSter: Send address changes to  
pO bOX 1508, davenport, Ia 52809.

SUBSCRIBER CUSTOMER SERVICE
monday-Friday 6:30 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Phone: 800-589-3331
Online: nwi.com/services
Email: custservice@nwi.com

TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD
Weekdays: 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
219-933-3222; classified@nwi.com

To place a Help Wanted ad:
Weekdays: 8 a.m.-5 p.m; 219-933-3281
toll-free: 800-589-9858 

OBITUARIES: 
219-933-3293; obits@nwi.com

LEGALS AND PUBLIC NOTICES
219-933-3292; legals@nwi.com

ADVERTISING
Munster office: 219-852-4338
Valparaiso office: 219-548-4300

LOCATIONS
Munster office: 219-933-3200
601 W. 45th ave., munster 46321
Valparaiso office: 219-548-4300
103 Lincolnway, Valparaiso 46384

TIMES MANAGEMENT TEAM
Lindsey Funk, regional finance director:
219-853-2507

NEWSROOM CONTACTS
SuElen Rivera, managing editor: 219-933-4313
Andrew Steele, metro editor: 219-933-3241
Noah Bortle, news and sports editor:
219-853-2522

PRICING 
the times is a Lee enterprises newspaper, 
majority shareholder, david Hoffmann, 
Hoffmann media Group, is published online 
daily and in print tuesday - Sunday, except for 
new year’s day, martin Luther King Jr.’s day, 
presidents day, memorial day, Independence 
day, Labor day, Veterans day, thanksgiving and 
Christmas when it is only published online. the 
subscription price includes all applicable sales 
tax. Subscribers receiving print delivery may be 
charged an additional fee for the convenience 
of having the paper delivered. you will be 
notified of the amount and frequency of any 
delivery charge at the time you register for a 
subscription. all delivery charges are subject to 
change. Former subscribers who register for a 
new subscription will be charged any balance 
due on their prior subscription in addition to the 
amount due for the new subscription. to avoid 
delivery charges, call 1-800-589-3331 to arrange 
pickup of your paper at a local distribution 
center. a nonrefundable account setup fee will 
be charged to qualifying new starts. We reserve 
the right to change your subscription rate at any 
time. Contact 1-800-589-3331 or visit nwitimes.
com/services to manage your subscription. 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFERS 
all subscription offers available at nwitimes.com, 
including those advertised through our email 
promotions, on-site messaging, social media, 
and any external means of promotion, are valid 
for new subscribers only. you must not have 
been a subscriber in the past thirty (30) days 
to register for a new subscription offer. Former 
subscribers who register for a new subscription 
will be charged any balance due on their prior 

subscription in addition to the amount due 
for the new subscription. you understand that 
billing and, if applicable, delivery will continue 
beyond the initial order period unless you cancel 
your subscription as detailed in the Cancellation 
paragraph. rates may change after introductory 
offer period. there is a non-refundable one-
time account set up fee of $6.99 for all new 
subscribers. 

NEWS+ SUBSCRIPTIONS 
both existing and new subscribers have the 
option of upgrading to a news+ Subscription, 
which offers ad-Free unlimited digital access 
to nwitimes.com on any device, including our 
mobile app. by ‘ad-Free,’ we mean news+ 
subscribers’ reading experience on our Site 
will be free from disruption by internet-only 
advertising (such as banner, pop-up or search-
related advertisements). 

ad-Free does not extend to third-party content 
to which news+ subscribers may be taken 
by clicking on a link, by reading our content 
on a social media platform or by listening 
to a podcast accessible on our Site. news+ 
subscribers will continue to have access to 
certain paid content that is traditionally part of a 
newspaper’s print content (such as the Classified 
advertising that appears when you click on links 
to buy & Sell or marketplace), much of which 
is now provided by our partners on third-party 
websites (such as Contests, Homes, Jobs and 
Obituaries), as well as to advertisements in 
the print edition that can only been seen by 
clicking on the link to the e-edition (which is a 
pdf of the print edition). news+ subscribers who 
scroll through our feed on third-party platforms 
(such as Facebook, Instagram or X/twitter) will 
continue to see paid messages posted by those 
platforms. 

news+ subscribers who opt in, or have opted 
in, to receive emailed newsletters from us will 
continue to receive paid content with those 
email messages. news+ subscribers who click 
on the link to brand ave. Studios on our Site 
will continue to have access to the paid content 
provided by that site. 

AUTO-RENEWAL, CANCELLATION, REFUND, 
AND SUBSCRIPTION RENEWAL POLICY 
If you register for eZ pay or debit banking (aCH) 
payments, your digital Only or digital+print 
subscription service (your “Subscription”) 
will automatically renew. On the last day of 
your current term (your “renewal date”), 
your Subscription will automatically renew for 

the same length of time, at the then-current 
Subscription rate, which we may change in 
our discretion, unless you choose to cancel 
more than twenty-one (21) days before your 
renewal date (your “Cancellation date”). yOu 
may CanCeL yOur SubSCrIptIOn by emaILInG 
uS WItH tHe SubJeCt LIne “CanCeL” at 
custservice@nwitimes.com Or CaLLInG uS 
at 1-800-589-3331. yOu may aLSO be abLe 
tO CanCeL OnLIne dependInG On yOur 
SubSCrIptIOn – pLeaSe CHeCK yOur SettInGS 
In yOur aCCOunt daSHbOard tO See IF tHIS 
OptIOn IS aVaILabLe tO yOu. 

prior to the Cancellation date, we will send you 
a notice reminding you about the renewal of 
your Subscription. Subscribers who prefer to 
receive paper renewal notices in the mail will 
be charged $9.99 for each renewal notice; this 
fee is waived for subscribers who sign up to 
receive their renewal notices via email. If you 
wish to receive renewal notices via email, please 
contact us at custservice@nwitimes.com or call 
1-800-589-3331. 

IF yOu dO nOt aFFIrmatIVeLy CanCeL yOur 
SubSCrIptIOn beFOre yOur CanCeLLatIOn 
date, yOu WILL be CHarGed FOr an 
addItIOnaL term FOr tHe SubSCrIptIOn yOu 
InItIaLLy SeLeCted at tHe rateS In eFFeCt at 
tHe tIme OF reneWaL. 

If you have provided us with a valid credit card 
number or an alternate payment method saved 
in your account, and you have not cancelled by 
your Cancellation date, your Subscription will 
be automatically processed up to fourteen (14) 
days in advance of your renewal date, and the 
payment method you provided to us at or after 
the time of your initial Subscription purchase 
will be charged. For current subscribers who 
convert to eZ pay, any balance due will be 
charged to the payment method on file at the 
time of the switch. 

We reserve the right to change your Subscription 
rate at the next renewal period. In addition, 
we may from time to time modify or cease 
providing certain Subscription tiers and offers.  
If your Subscription is no longer available at the 
time of renewal, your account will automatically 
be assigned to the most similar Subscription 
then available, and we will notify you of its 
terms and pricing. all such changes will become 
effective on your next renewal date following 
any modification to our Subscription tiers. 

If you are not satisfied with your Subscription 

rate or service, you may cancel your 
Subscription at any time. no refunds will be 
returned if remainder of the Subscription term 
is under thirty (30) days. the refund amount of 
any balance over $35.00 will be returned minus 
an early termination fee of $35.00. no refunds 
for digital Only subscriptions are provided. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
If you register for a subscription plan, you are 
subject to the auto-renewal, Cancellation, 
refund and paper renewal policy described 
above, as well as the additional terms and 
conditions set forth below. 

Certain Subscription tiers may include print 
delivery. print delivery is limited to our 
designated delivery area only. If your delivery 
address is outside our designated area, you will 
be notified during the registration process that 
you are not eligible for print delivery. 

all digital Only and digital+print Subscriptions 
include unlimited digital access, but there may 
be links to content on other websites owned by 
our parent company that can be accessed only 
through an additional paywall. In such cases, 
your Subscription to content behind a separate 
paywall will be governed by any additional 
terms that are associated therewith. to access 
these benefits, you must first provide your email 
address, register with nwitimes.com/services, 
and activate your account online. to activate 
your digital account, visit nwitimes.com/activate. 

Certain digital subscription offers may include 
delivery of one or more complimentary 
print issues of our publication. the type 
and frequency of any complimentary print 
delivery will be disclosed to you at the time of 
registration and will not incur a delivery charge. 
Only users within our designated delivery area 
are eligible to receive a complimentary print 
issue. you may cancel the complimentary print 
issue at any time. 

you can manage your account at  
nwitimes.com/services. 

VACATION POLICY 
Subscribers on a digital+print subscription may 
place a vacation hold on print delivery. Vacation 
holds up to thirty (30) days will continue to 
bill at regular rate while full digital access is 
maintained. extended vacations of thirty-one 
(31) days or more will not incur charges and all 
Subscription benefits will be suspended during 
that time. 
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HAMMOND — Indiana State 
Police troopers arrested a New Jer-
sey man after he allegedly struck 
two tractor-trailers with an axe 
within five miles of each other on 
Interstate 80 Friday afternoon.

Ivan Savych, 29, was arrested 
Friday after police say they 
received two calls separated by 
approximately 19 minutes from 
one another about a man attacking 
a semi-tractor with an axe on the 
Frank Borman Expressway.

Around 4:30 p.m., state police 
officers were dispatched to the 1.9 
mile marker on I-80 eastbound in 
Hammond near the Calumet Ave-
nue overpass. Upon their arrival, 

police said they located a semi 
truck parked on the inside shoul-
der. The driver stated she observed 
a black Volkswagen with an Illi-
nois license plate driving errat-
ically, brake-checking and cut-
ting off other semis while moving 
eastbound.

The Volkswagen, the driver later 
identified as Savych, allegedly 
stopped in a lane directly in front 
of the semi, forcing it to a com-
plete stop. The semi truck driver 
said a white male then exited the 
Volkswagen without shoes and 
appearing irate while yelling inco-
herently. The man then allegedly 
reversed the Volkswagen, nearly 
hitting the semi, before again 
exiting the vehicle — this time 

wielding a long-handled axe with 
a leather blade cover.

The axe was then used to strike 
the grill of the semi-tractor, which 
punctured the radiator, as well as 
the driver-side headlight, police 
said. The man then began to 
approach the trucker’s driver-side 
door before her large dog barked 
loudly inside the cab, causing the 
suspect to return to the Volkswa-
gen and flee the scene, police said.

Later, at approximately 
4:49 p.m., police received a sec-
ond 911 call reporting a simi-
lar incident near the 5.4 mile 
marker on I-80 eastbound near 
the Cline Avenue overpass. Here, 
the suspect allegedly stopped in 
the roadway and struck a second 

semi-tractor with an axe. Police 
said the semi driver pulled over 
near Burr Street following the 
attack, and they said the Volk-
swagen was traveling between 
the interstate’s middle lanes at 
approximately 10 miles per hour.

Police said the second semi 
driver said they attempted to 
change lanes to avoid the sus-
pect’s vehicle, but the Volkswagen 
swerved in front of him and again 
came to a complete stop. Savych 
then allegedly struck the front of 
the second truck with the same axe 
before fleeing the scene.

State Trooper Jordin Rosillo 
observed the suspect vehicle trav-
eling eastbound on I-80, and she 
activated her emergency lights and 

sirens. Savych allegedly acceler-
ated from approximately 16 mph to 
60 mph, which initiated a pursuit. 
The suspect allegedly reached 80 
mph before assisting Lake County 
Sheriff’s deputies boxed in the 
vehicle to bring it to a stop.

A felony stop was conducted, 
and the driver was detained, police 
said. The suspect did not speak 
English and was uncooperative, 
and the axe was located inside the 
Volkswagen.

Police said Savych was trans-
ported to the Lake County Jail for 
processing, where he faces pre-
liminary charges of resisting law 
enforcement, a Level 6 Felony and 
two counts of criminal mischief, a 
Class A Misdemeanor.

Cops: Driver struck 2 semis with axe

DAN CARDEN

dan.carden@nwi.com, 219-933-3357

A Hammond man serving 
52 years in prison for tortur-
ing another man received a fair 
trial at the Lake Superior Court, 
according to a Friday ruling by 
the Indiana Court of Appeals.

Aric Fulton, 53, was convicted 
in 2025 of attempted murder, 
criminal confinement and rob-
bery in connection with the 
seemingly unprovoked Nov. 21, 
2022, attack on an acquaintance 
during a 50th birthday party at 
Fulton’s home, according to 
court records.

Records show Fulton shot the 
victim in the leg after falsely 
accusing him of taking a key 
to Fulton’s home. Fulton then 
claimed the victim was sent 
to Fulton’s home for unknown 
purposes.

Fulton subsequently struck 
the victim’s head repeatedly 
with the firearm, forced the 
victim to strip to his underwear, 
tied the victim’s hands behind 
his back, pulled money out of 
the victim’s pants, choked the 

victim until he 
lost conscious-
ness, beat the 
victim with a 
golf club, pro-
claimed himself 
the “black Jef-
frey Dahmer,” 
and hogtied the 
victim before 
throwing him 

down a flight of stairs, accord-
ing to court records.

Records show Fulton then 
choked the victim to uncon-
sciousness again and threatened 
to “get rid of” the victim and 
kill his family. Though, Fulton 
eventually loosened the victim’s 
restraints and put the victim in 
the victim’s car with a bag on 
his head.

The victim drove to a rela-
tive’s home in Lansing, Illi-
nois, and police were called. 
Officers found evidence of the 
attack, including blood on the 
floor, steps, and on a golf club, 
and DNA from from Fulton and 
the victim on the restraints 
and the bag placed over the 

victim’s head, according to 
court records.

In his appeal, Fulton chal-
lenged the validity of the evi-
dence presented at his trial, 
including the exclusion of the 
victim’s status on criminal 
probation.

The three-judge appellate 
panel, however, unanimously 
concluded there was no abuse 
of discretion by the trial judge.

“The jury heard both Fulton’s 
and (the victim’s) versions of 
what happened and believed 
(the victim’s). We are convinced 
beyond a reasonable doubt that 
the verdicts would not have 
changed had the jury learned 
of (the victim’s) probationary 
status given the overwhelming 
evidence supporting Fulton’s 
guilt and (the victim’s) version 
of events,” said Appeals Judge 
Paul Felix on behalf of the court.

Fulton still can ask the Indi-
ana Supreme Court to consider 
reviewing his convictions. 
Otherwise, his earliest possible 
release date from prison is Nov. 
22, 2061, records show.

Hammond man loses 
appeal in torture case

Fulton
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State Rep. Ed Soliday, R-Val-
paraiso, is calling for an indepen-
dent investigation into NIPSCO’s 
response to the Aug. 11 derecho, 
which left more than 300,000 
customers without power and 
thousands of households and 
businesses without electricity 
for up to two weeks.

Gov. Mike Braun and the Indi-
ana Office of the Utility Con-
sumer Counselor have asked for 
an Indiana Utility Regulatory 
Commission investigation into 
NIPSCO’s response to the storm.

Soliday, who chairs the House 
Energy, Utilities, and Telecom-
munications study commit-
tee, sent a letter to IURC Chair 
Anthony Swinger requesting a 
third-party investigator. He said 
it could ensure objectivity.

Soliday said his recommenda-
tion is about credibility when the 
entire IURC is new in their roles.

“A third party can bring exper-
tise in such an obviously extraor-
dinary event as just happened in 
NWI that the IURC is probably not 
prepared for,” he said. “A third-
party finding would be less likely 

to be accused of 
partisanship.”

He said the 
reviewer “should 
publicly submit 
their findings and 
r e c o m m e n d a -
tions to the IURC 
and legislature for 
consideration and 

action.”
Swinger has said the IURC is 

looking to move forward with 
an investigation into NIPSCO’s 
response to the power outage.

The utility also faces a class 
action lawsuit alleging it has not 
invested enough in vegetation 
management, since most of the 
power outages were caused by 
tree branches falling on power 
lines.

“In the immediate aftermath 
of an event that significantly 
impacts people’s lives it is easy 
to jump to conclusions and find 
easy answers that rarely address 
the true underlying weaknesses 
of an emergency response, with 
more effective interventions often 
being overlooked,” Soliday said. 
“There are a number of firms that 
do this type of investigation.”

Soliday calls for  
NIPSCO investigation

Soliday
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MERRILLVILLE — A North-
west Indiana organization 
focused on applying voluntary 
ethical standards at local gov-
ernments across Lake, Porter 
and LaPorte counties is hosting 
a no-cost training session Oct. 27 
at Avalon Manor in Merrillville.

Anyone is welcome to attend 
the 2026 Ethics Summit 
sponsored by the The Shared 

Ethics Advisory Committee. 
Registration is required by Oct. 
16 on the sharedethics.com 
website.

The summit, which begins 
with breakfast at 8 a.m., will 
feature a presentation by 
Judge Elizabeth Tavitas, a Lake 
County native who serves 
as chief judge of the Indiana 
Court of Appeals, as well as 
group discussion of relevant 
ethics case studies.

Officials in all three North-
west Indiana counties, nine 
Calumet Region cities, and 12 
towns so far have endorsed the 
committee’s Shared Code of 
Ethics & Values.

To that end, the participat-
ing municipal leaders also are 
working to heighten awareness 
of ethics issues in municipal 
government and assist munic-
ipal employees with practical 
tools to make ethical decisions.

Summit seeks to promote ethics
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